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Hello to the Hawaii Local Section of the American Industrial Hygiene Association, all members and friends,
      It is March 2009 already, and it is way past time for me to have sent out a membership message.  Please let me share with you some of the initiatives your Executive Committee has been pursuing.
      As you all know, we are sponsoring a technical session about direct reading instruments.  This is a good introduction to the most commonly used instruments, that many people may have and use at work, but have not had time to get past reading the manual.   Please let others know that this session is being presented March 18th at Fort Shafter.  We have applied for 0.5 certification points from ABIH for this session.

      Also, please take the time to respond to Bart Ashley’s e-mail asking for updated information about our membership.  We want to be sure we know how many dues-paying members we now have, because we would like more!  There are a number of health and safety professionals and industrial hygienists in different organizations in Hawaii, that were members at one time, and let their membership lapse.  If you know anyone that fits that category, please encourage them to add their names to Bart’s list, and renew their membership.
      We are focusing closely on the legislative agenda here in Hawaii.  With the new administration, there is a lot of interest in Washington concerning what federal laws or bills may be introduced, who will be selected to be the head of OSHA, and how the scene may change some of the regulations we now work with.  In Hawaii there are a number of bills that we would like the membership to recognize.  For information on the bills mentioned below, please go to www.capitol.hawaii.gov.

      Near the end of 2007, Senator Brian T, Tanaguchi introduced Senate Bill 2075, a bill that would protect the titles and provide legal recognition for the professions of industrial hygiene, safety and health physics. This legislation proposes to provide legal recognition for the professions by stating the qualifications necessary to be considered competent. Hawaii is not the first state to consider and enact some form of “professional recognition/title protection” for the professions of industrial hygiene, safety and/or health physics. Nineteen other states have enacted similar laws.  Aaron Trippler of the National AIHA wrote to Senator Tanaguchi in support of this bill.  

      At the same time, Senator Russell S. Kokubun introduced Senate Bill 2310, which also would protect the titles and provide legal recognition for the professions of industrial hygiene, safety and health physics. AIHA fully supported this bill also with only one recommendation, to delete a section of the bill that would require professionals to register within the state.  

      AIHA felt that this section would not be needed to make the bill effective. No other state enacting this type of legislation has put in place a registration system for these professionals. Because the titles outlined in S2310 are awarded by nationally accredited organizations, other states have left it to these bodies to monitor the professionals. AIHA recommended that this Section be deleted from the legislation.  

      National AIHA wrote a letter in support of SB 2075, but the legislation died in committee.  Senate Continuing Resolution (SCR) 41, requesting the State to study the issue of professional recognition and title protection, was passed, and Aaron Trippler wrote a letter of support.  (SCR 41 is reproduced at the end of this letter.)  The information gathered by the auditor has been submitted to the legislature for this year, 2009.  The Hawaii Local Section provided information to the auditor to help explain the profession of industrial hygiene, and the importance of title protection.  We will wait to see if a title protection bill is introduced once again.  
      Other interesting legislation recently proposed is Senate Bill (SB) 605, a bill to amend Chapter 342F, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to require the Department of Health to substitute the dBC weighting system for the current dBA weighting system for the purpose of community noise control.  Dr. Chiyome Fukina, Director of Health, has indicated that DOH respectfully opposes this bill.  
      The Honolulu Liquor Commission (HLC) has its inspectors take sound level measurements of establishments serving liquor, in response to noise complaints from nearby residents.  They have indicated that they would like an ordinance that would help them address the extremely loud bass that emanates from a variety of sound systems.  
      Several residents have written letters in support of the bill, in particular from Chinatown community organizations, because of noise that causes windows and walls to vibrate, and keeps people from sleeping.  HLC has asked for guidance and expertise in setting the proper levels for control.  
      The Hawaii Local Section of AIHA has provided a letter to the General Contractor’s Association of Hawaii, indicating that the most annoying noise to most people is the higher frequencies.  Creating legislation that would require controls on the lower frequencies would more than likely have a financial impact on remediating many types of industrial equipment, trucks, engines, etc., as well as establishments that have sound systems for entertainment.  The GCA provided this information as part of their testimony.  

       The State Senate passed the measure 25 to 0, with the following amendment.  Adopting the recommendations from the Liquor Commission and the Department of Health, the Committee on Energy and Environment amended measure SB 605 SD1 by:

     (1)  Defining "dBA", "dBC", and "decibels" for purposes of chapter 342F, Hawaii Revised Statutes;

 

    (2)  Requiring the Department of Health to add the dBC decibel weighting system to the current dBA decibel weighting system for purposes of community noise control;

 

    (3)  Deeming 60 decibels for bass sound (using the dBC weighting system) as the maximum sound level permissible at nighttime, and, where a complainant's site is located in close proximity to an area zoned mixed-use or residential, then the maximum permissible sound at nighttime shall be 50 decibels dBC;

 

    (4)  Granting to the Department of Health and the county liquor commissions the discretion to enforce nighttime noise levels between 50 and 60 decibels dBC; and

 

    (5)  Directing the county liquor commissions, with the assistance of the Department of Health and the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, to develop recommendations for a permanent maximum sound level, in decibels.

As of March 10, 2009, it has been submitted to the House for consideration.
We will keep you updated.

      Once again, please pass on to all who might be interested, to attend our technical session being offered next Wednesday at Hale Ikena at Fort Shafter.  Understanding the importance of direct reading instruments, knowing when to take measurements and being able to use them can save a company or small business many times the seventy-five dollars (fifty for members!) we are asking as a registration fee.  We would like to see as many people as possible attend.

      We will also let you know when our next social event will be.  What I would like to do is simply choose an appropriate venue, and invite everyone to come and bring their friends for an evening of networking and socializing.  The health and safety community in Hawaii is strong, and many folks have known each other for a long time.  How will we know what’s going on if we don’t get together once in a while and talk story?

Everyone please stay well and safe, and best wishes to all in these very interesting and increasingly stressful times.

R/

Jerry A. Formisano, Jr.

President, 

Hawaii Local Section

American Industrial Hygiene Association   
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SENATE CONCURRENT

RESOLUTION

 

 
REQUESTING THE AUDITOR TO CONDUCT A SUNRISE REVIEW OF THE INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE, SAFETY, AND HEALTH PHYSICS PROFESSIONS.
 
     WHEREAS, S.B. No. 2075 (2008) proposes to regulate the industrial hygiene, safety, and health physics professions, which are presently unregulated; and

 

     WHEREAS, increasing workplace hazards require a new breed of professionals that can recognize, evaluate, and control those hazards, which can include methamphetamine laboratories, mold invasion, radon, asbestos, and the continued threat of unknown hazards such as the pandemic flu and biological and nuclear terrorism; and

 

     WHEREAS, it is imperative that individuals purporting to be experts in the control of workplace hazards meet minimum educational standards and experience requirements prior to holding themselves out as occupational and environmental health and safety professionals; and

 

     WHEREAS, nineteen states have enacted some form of professional recognition to professionals in occupational health and safety whose titles are awarded by independent, nationally accredited bodies; now, therefore,

 

     BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Twenty-fourth Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2008, the House of Representatives concurring, that the Auditor is respectfully requested to conduct a sunrise review of the industrial hygiene, safety, and health physics professions as proposed to be regulated under S.B. No. 2075 (2008); and

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Auditor is requested to submit findings and recommendations to the Legislature not later than twenty days prior to the convening of the regular session of 2009; and

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Concurrent Resolution be transmitted to the Auditor.

Report Title:  
Sunrise Review; Industrial Hygiene, Safety, and Health Physics
